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063393 

PR26I9I2Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
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UNCLAS BUCHAREST 3822 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: OCON, SPOP, UNWPC 

SUBJECT: WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE- I ITH PLENARY SESSION - 
AUGUST 26 - MORNING SESSION 

1. SUMMARY - CONTINUATION OF GENERAL DEBATE, INCLUDING ITEM 7 
ON "RECENT DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS AND FUTURE PROSPECTS". LIST OF 
SPEAKERS INCLUDED JORDAN, SRI LANKA, HUNGARY, BRAZIL, 

AFGHANISTAN, MAURITIUS, ECUADOR, MALI AND UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES. ALGERIA TOOK FLOOR AND MADE SHORT STATEMENT 

ON PRG (SEE SEPTEL). END SUMMARY 

2. HUNGARY, AFGHANISTAN AND MALI TOOK NOTICE OF 

ABSENCE OF PRG REPRESENTAJVES. AFHAN DELEGATE ALSO SAID THAT 
REPRESENTATIVES OF GRUNK SHOULD BE INVITED IN THE FUTURE. 

3. IN EAGERLY AWAITED COUNTRY STATEMENT, BRAZIL ACKNOWLEDGED 
GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION AND THE MEANS 
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REQUIRED BY FAMILIES OF LIMITED INCOME TO PLAN THEIR FAMILIES. 
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BOG BELIEVES IT ABLE TO ABSORB EORESEABLE INCREASE IN COUNTRY'S 
POPULATION AND DOES NOT THINK THAT BRAZIL'S POPULATION GROWTH 
AGGRAVITES "THE SO-CALLED OVER-POPULATION OP THE WORLD 
BRAZIL INDICATED ITS READINESS TO SUPPORT PLAN OF ACTION AS 
SUBMITTED T CONFERENCE, ALTHOUGH IT IS BASED, IN BRAZIL'S VIEW, 

ON A NUMBER OF INADEQUATE AND INCORRECT PREMISES. IN PARTICULAR, 
BRAZIL TOOK ISSUE WITH ASSUMPTION THAT POPULATION IS BECOMING 
TOO LARGE FOR NATURAL RESOURCES. IN GOB'S VIEW, DEVELOPMENT IS 
HINDERED MOSTLY BY LACK DEMAND AND CONSEQUNET LOW PRICES FOR 
EXPORTS OF NATURAL RESOURCES. MORE SIGNIFICANT DETERMINANTS OF 
WELTH FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS THAN RESOURCES ARE SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, CAPITAL ACCUMULATION, AND SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 

IT MUST NOT BE TAKEN GRO GRANTED, IN SPEAKER'S VIEW, THAT 
THERE WILL BE INDEFINITE CONTINUATION OF RELATIVELY SLOW 
DEVELOPMENT IN LDRDJS. THE SPEAKER CRITIZED DC WORLD, 

COMPOSED OF PROSPEROUS, INDEPENDENT STATES, FOR AVOCATING 
POPULATION CONTROL AND DEPENDENCE IN POOR LDC'S. BRAZIL ALSO SPOKE 
AGAINST ASSUMING RIDIDITY IN SUPPLY OF FOOD WITHOUT DISCUSSING 
RELATIVE PRICES OF PRIMARY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN RELATION 
TO PRICES OF SECONDARY AND TERTIARY SECOTORS. IT ALSO REMINDED 
THE CONFERENCE TO KEEP IN MIND THE WORK OF UN ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAM IN DISCUSSING ENVIORONMENTAL PROBLEHQ. 

4. JORDAN'S REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT PRESENCE OF REFUGEES MAKES 
POPULATION QUESTION A SENSITIVE ISSUE IN HIS COUNTRY. GOVERNMENT 
MUST STUDY PEOPLE'S ATTITUDES TOWARD FAMILY FORMATION BEFORE 
EMBARKING ON PROGRAM. A NATIONAL POPULATION COMMISSION WAS 
FORMED IN MARCH 1973 AND GOVERNMENT IS ON VERGE OF LAUNCHING 

A NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM. 

JORDAN CALLED ON RICH COUNTRIES TO CONTRIBUTE GENEROUSLY TO 
UNFPA. IT ALSO URGED THIS CONFERCENCE, WITHOUT MENTIONING 
NAMES, TO CONSIDER THE ISSUE OF DISPLACED PERSONS "DRIVEN AWAY AND 
NOT ALLOWED TO RETURN ". 

5. SRI LANKA BELIEVES FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM IS URGENT BUT 
CAN NO LONGER OPERATE IN ISOLATION FROM OTHER PROGRAMS. 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH SPOKE OF COUNTRY.S DEVELOPMENTAL 
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING RECENT SET BACK TO ECONOMIC PROGRESS DEALTH 
BY RISING ENERGY COSTS. MANY PROGRAMS, INCLUDING HEALTH 
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NUTRITION, FAMILY PLANNING, HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY FUEL 
SHORTAGES. THE SPEAKER CALLED FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF WORLD 
FERTILIZER FUND. SHE PRAISED UNFPA AND EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE TO 
POPULATION PROGRAMS BUT URGED LDC'S TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN 
EXPERTS RATHER THAN RELY ON FOREIGN ADVISORS. SHE ALSO URGED 
FOR ENHANCING AND MAKING SECURE WOMEN'S POSITION AS MOTHERS BUT 
AT THE SAME TIME GIVING THEM OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE 
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IN COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT. 

6. HUNGARY BELIEVES THERE IS NO UNIFORM FORMULA AND NONE CAN BE 
SUGGESTED FOR SOLVING POPULATION PROBLEMS. EAMILY PLANNING CAN 
BE HELPFUL, PROVIDED IT EOLLOWS BASIC CHANGE IN SOCIAL-ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS. MOST OF SPEECH DEVOTED TO 
DESCRIPTION OF HUNGARY'S DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS. 

7. AFGHANISTAN, ACCORDING TO ITS REPRESENTATIVE, HAS BASIC 
REQUIREMENTS EOR DEVELOPMENT BUT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO UTILIZE. 

THEM THE GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO POPULARIZE CONCEPT OF CHAILDA 
SPACING IN THE INTEREST OF MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH, BUT IS 
ENCOUNTERING MANY DIEFICULTIES. 

8. MAURITIUS BELIEVES THAT IF POPULATION GROWH IS A GLOBAL 
PROBLEM,THERE SHOULD BE A GLOBAL APPROACH TO POOD PRODICTION 
AND DISTRIBUTION. HE ATTRIBUTED SUCCESS OP HIS COUNTRY'S EAMILY 
PLANNING PROGRAM TO HIGH LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT; HIGH 
LITERACY RATE: SIDE USE OP COMMUNICATION MEDIA; AND ADEQUATE 
PROVISION OF BIRTH CONGROL SERVICES. HE CALLED FOR WIDE 

SUPPORT OP UNPPA. 

9. ECUADOR'S STATEMENT WAS SURPRISINGLY MODERATE. GOE CREATED 

A CENTER FOR POPULATION ANALYSIS WHICH WILL ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT 
IN MAKING POLICY DECISIONS IN POPULATION FIELD. GOE IS 
PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH INSTITUTING SOCIAL CHANGES FAVORING 
DEVELOPMENT: POPULATION FACTORS FORM PART OF THE WHOLE 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS.THE SPEAKER CRITICIZED IRRATIONAL CONSUMPTION 
PATTERNS IN DCS. RESTATED ECUADOR'S CLAIM TO THE 200 MILE TERRITORIAL 

LIMIT. 

10. MALI SEEKS SOLUTION TO ITS PROBLEMS IN "SUSTAINED AND 
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RESOLUTE" DEVELOPMENT. POPULATION GROWTH IS NOT "FATHER 
OF ALL EVIL". MALI IS PULLY AWARE OF DEMOGRAPHIC INERTIA AND 
HAS UNDERTAKEN STUDY OP ISSUES IN FERTILITY REDUCTION TO 
ENSURE READINESS WHEN THE TIME COMES FOR AN ACTIVE FAMILY 
PLANNING POLICY.GOM IS BEINNING TO MODIFY LEGISLATION AFFECTING 
POPULATION TRENDS WISHING PARTICULARLY TO ERADICATE SCOURGE 
OF ABORTIONS. PARTICULAR EFFORTS ARE DEVOTED TO REDUCING 
MORTALITY LEVELS, SINCE MALI'S LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH IS ONLY 
35 YEARS. 

11. UAE DELEGATE CONDEMNED ALIEN ATTEMPTS TO "EXTERMINATE" 

ARAB PEOPLE BY EXILING THEM. TO AVOID OR SKIRT THIS ISSUE, 

IN HIS VIEW, WOULD RENDER CONPERENCE POINTLESS. BARNES 
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